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Charity contact information 

 

FIP Cats UK 

Scottish Charity Number: SC052503 

52 Dalkeith Road Dundee 

DD4 7JJ 

Email fipcatsuk@gmail.com 

www.fipcatsuk.com 
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Charity Trustees 
 

1.​ Elaine Patullo (Rafiki - Neurological FIP, January 2022) 
2.​ Fabienne Ridolfi (Zizou - Dry FIP) 
3.​ Myla Tappenden (Pancake - Wet FIP, December 2021) 
4.​ Billie-Jo Moore (Jupiter - Dry FIP, May 2022) 
5.​ Emily Hurst (Eddie - Wet FIP, December 2022) 
6.​ Kim Hambis (Leo - Wet FIP, April 2022) 

 
Who we are 
We are a group of dedicated, unpaid volunteers. All with experience of 
cats with FIP (Feline Infectious Peritonitis.) 
Most of us have (since summer 2021) treated our FIP cats using legal 
antivirals from Vets in the UK. 
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Objectives 
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What is FIP? fipcatsuk.com/all-about-fip 

A Little History 

FIP was a death sentence for cats prior to legal Vet medication in the 
UK in summer 2021. It was very expensive prior to March 2023.  

Owners were treating cats for 84 days and the dose was weight 
dependent. A goal of treatment is weight gain as FIP is a disease of 
starvation. The more weight gained, the more successful the treatment 
but with this brought owners huge expenses. 

Owners were paying (due to unregulated Vet markups) between £45 
and £90 per pill across the UK initially in 2021/2022. This was in 
addition to many thousands of pounds spent on testing trying to get a 
diagnosis. There is no single test for FIP - it is a process of excluding 
other differentials and building suspicion. 

In March 2023 the sole manufacturing pharmaceutical more than 
halved their prices of medication to Vets. There was also a second UK 
manufacturing pharmaceutical. The cheapest pills from Vets were 
£20-£30 each but most Vets were still charging previous prices and/or 
continuing to markup throughout 2023 and 2024. 

In Autumn 2024 the Vet treatment protocol was updated to higher 
doses and potential shorter treatment periods for some of 42 
days (half of what had been the rule.) The emergence of a tailored 
treatment plan for individual cats based on their response was in 
sight and had been long overdue.  

Barriers to FIP treatment throughout 2024 and into 2025 
continued to be unregulated Veterinary markups and the lack of 
knowledge and misinformation about the recent protocol update 
within the profession. 
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Achievements and performance 

Our purposes: 

(i) THE ADVANCEMENT OF ANIMAL WELFARE  

(ii) THE ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION  

Through our  

a) Vision 

b) Values 

c) Mission 
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Our main goal for 2024/2025 was to increase our educational posts 
on Facebook and Instagram with the core themes being 

#knowledgeispower  

#lifeafterfip  

#lifeexistsafterfip  

#itsallaboutthem 

 

Our website fipcatsuk.com saw updates and additions in the form of  

https://fipcatsuk.com/who-we-are/ 
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And a Legacy page for larger donors’ stories on our website 

https://fipcatsuk.com/legacy/ 

 

We continued to share research, news, updates on cats and their 
treatments across our social media pages: 

facebook.com/fipcatsuk 

instagram.com/fipcatsuk 
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We continue to use key areas of our website and visual materials for 
owners in need to access and share easily: 

fipcatsuk.com/news/ 

fipcatsuk.com/sos-toolkit 

 

FIP Cats UK has an operational geographic reach that extends 
beyond its Scottish base with volunteers virtually supporting owners 
across the UK. 

The ongoing visit statistics to our website and social media pages 
provide insight into our regular worldwide reach. 

 

Our impact is worldwide but UK FIP cats remain our focus.
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We provided virtual support to owners facing FIP as a diagnosis for 
their cat’s health challenges.  

We also provided a group chat to owners offering an inclusive and 
non-judgemental space to chat with cat owners about their FIP 
experiences, ask questions and seek reassurance. 

FIP Cats UK continued to average several contacts per week for direct 
assistance in FIP diagnosis to empower the owner to educate their 
Vet, enquiries about Vet treatment (eg protocol, costs etc) and many 
others about FIP prevention and queries about cats (who thankfully 
ended up not having FIP.)  

We also, thankfully, saw an increase in contacts from FIP Survivor cat 
owners seeking information on regular cat health issues and topics - 
proving these magnificent pets have gone on to live normal, happy 
lives! 
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We carried out fundraising activities to help us achieve our vision, 
values and mission.  

 

Registered for the Good Fundraising Guarantee: 
www.goodfundraising.scot 

 

 

Registered with https://movementforgood.com/ 

And 

Easy Fundraising www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11  

 

http://www.goodfundraising.scot/register
https://movementforgood.com/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk


FIP Cats UK Trustees’ Annual Report 1.8.24 - 31.7.25     

 

We received direct donations and ran competitions: 
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Felinology ticket fundraiser: 
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Online virtual cat show fundraiser Autumn 2024 (monies towards 
educational purposes i.e. attendance at events.) 
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We designed and sold our very popular annual FIP Survivors’ calendar 
(now rebranded Life After FIP (monies towards educational purposes 
i.e. attendance at events.) 
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With funds raised we were able to directly financially support cat 
owners in their FIP diagnosis testing and initial Vet medications: 

Cat P = £451.10 

Cat C = £239.76  

Cat D = £375.32 

 

We maintain a memorial tree grove to help bring some comfort to 
bereaved owners and show that their cat and its brave FIP battle will 
not be forgotten: 

https://treesforlife.org.uk/groves/443869/ 
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To achieve our educational goals and our overarching aim of 
#knowledgeispower we continued to issue informative newsletters 
sharing the most recent updates to all aspects of FIP in the UK. 

fipcatsuk.com/newsletters 
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We enjoy receiving updates from owners we have helped 
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JANUARY 2025 - WE GENERALLY SEE AN INCREASE IN 
CONTACTS FROM VERY CONCERNED OWNERS OF SUSPECTED 
FIP CATS IN JANUARY DUE TO VET HOLIDAY CLOSURES AND A 
PAUSE IN TESTING, DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. 

 

DUE TO THIS, TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL HOPE DURING 
JANUARY, FIP SURVIVOR EDDIE SHARED HIS LIFE AFTER FIP 
VIDEOS WEEK 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/18xsBWDWxo/ 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/15tqXSb4Gs/ 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1FGG2WJ7s1/ 

https://www.facebook.com/share/r/16DqCgmka3/ 
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AND OUR FOUNDER RAFIKI SHARED HIS 3 YEARS  

SINCE DIAGNOSIS CELEBRATIONS  
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We held our 3rd official annual 

February – UK FIP Cats’ Awareness Month: 

●​ Life Exists after FIP 
●​ Be their advocate 
●​ It's all about them 
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We strive to use scientific research and ‘best practice’ to support any 
information we present. 

We aimed to address topics pertinent to FIP. 

fipcatsuk.com/february-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month/ 

https://fipcatsuk.com/february-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month-2025/ 

https://fipcatsuk.com/february-2025-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month-wee
k-1/ 

https://fipcatsuk.com/february-2025-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month-wee
k-2/ 

https://fipcatsuk.com/february-2025-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month-wee
k-3/ 

https://fipcatsuk.com/february-2025-uk-fip-cats-awareness-month-wee
k-4 
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We also continued to strive to share real, lived experiences of 
successfully, legally treated FIP cats to support information we 
present: 

Life Exists After FIP videos 
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Promotional materials were designed and purchased (pull up banners) 
to allow us to attend events for educational purposes eg cat shows 
where shell scheme displays are not available. (Monies from 2025 
calendar sales and 2024 virtual cat show.)  
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We Attended  

The Cat Show Live, September 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 
32  

 



FIP Cats UK Trustees’ Annual Report 1.8.24 - 31.7.25     

 

2025 events  

GCCF February, Stoneleigh 
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Felinology Show March, Leatherhead 
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We will always continue to strive to regularly share accurate, 
essentially life saving information as well as the most recent research 
available: 
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On July 21st 2025 we celebrated helping others for 3 years 
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Structure, governance and management 

Type of governing document 

Trust Deed 

Trustee recruitment and appointment 

During this past year, two new trustees were recruited in the Autumn in 
addition to the established founding trustees. Both of the new trustees 
have been given roles to increase the charity's physical attendance at 
events eg cat shows and to increase fundraising projects. 

Our recruitment process: 

“The Trustees shall be entitled, by way of a resolution passed by 
majority vote at a trustees’ meeting, to appoint any individual as a 
Trustee. 

The Trustees shall have power to remove any individual as a Trustee, 
by way of a resolution passed at a trustees’ meeting, providing two 
thirds or more of the Trustees then in office vote in favour of the 
resolution.  

An individual holding office as a Trustee may retire by giving notice to 
that effect (either in writing or by email) to the secretary to the Trust.” 
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Financial review 

Statement of the charity’s policy on reserves: 

FIP Cats UK Reserves Policy 

1. Introduction 

FIP Cats UK is a charitable organisation committed to raising 
awareness, supporting research, and providing financial assistance to 
owners of cats with suspected or diagnosed Feline Infectious 
Peritonitis (FIP). Our work directly benefits cats and their owners 
working towards our vision, values and mission found here  

https://fipcatsuk.com/vision-values-mission/ 

Funding for the charity comes from a mix of public donations and 
fundraising events. These can vary in size and frequency, depending 
on public support. 

The reserves policy is designed to ensure that FIP Cats UK remains 
financially sustainable and capable of fulfilling its charitable objectives, 
even in the face of unexpected expenses. 

2. Rationale Behind the Reserves Policy 

The trustees of FIP Cats UK believe it is necessary to maintain 
reserves to: 

Ensure continuity of services: FIP Cats UK needs to remain 
operational even if there are unexpected increases in demand for 
support. This includes ongoing financial support to owners. 

Address unforeseen emergencies: The charity may face sudden and 
unforeseen events such as a significant drop in donations or sudden 
increases in requests for assistance. 

3. Steps Taken to Establish the Level of Reserves 

The trustees have considered the following factors when determining 
the appropriate level of reserves: 
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Operational costs: An analysis of day-to-day running costs, including 
staff, administrative expenses, and costs associated with delivering 
charitable services, has been conducted - these are personally funded 
by trustees (excluding insurance) to ensure public donations are used 
for the reasons outlined in our vision, values and mission. 

Future commitments: The charity has ongoing commitments to 
financial support for future owners of FIP-diagnosed cats. Reserves 
will ensure that these commitments can be met even if future income 
is uncertain. 

Income uncertainty: FIP Cats UK relies on donations which are 
irregular and not guaranteed. A reserve is necessary to cover periods 
of reduced donations. 

Risk assessment: Trustees have assessed potential risks such as 
complete loss of donations or unexpected increases in demand for 
services, and factored these into the reserve calculations. 

4. Level of Reserves Required 

The trustees have determined that FIP Cats UK should aim to hold 
reserves equivalent to emergency initial vet FIP testing and treatment 
for 2 individual cats. 

This is based on the charity's current financial position, donation 
estimates and identified risks.  

The specific target for reserves is set at £2000 which covers critical 
costs and ongoing commitments for a short-term period of income loss 
or increased demand. 

5. Review and Monitoring of the Reserves Policy 

The reserves policy will be reviewed annually by the board of trustees, 
or sooner if there is a significant change in the charity's financial 
position.The level of reserves will be monitored regularly to ensure the 
charity is holding the appropriate amount. 
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The charity will report on the reserves position annually in its financial 
statements, detailing the amount held and explaining any significant 
changes or deviations from the target. 

This policy ensures that FIP Cats UK is prepared for financial 
challenges, supports its beneficiaries, and remains sustainable while 
achieving its charitable objectives. 

By having a clear reserves policy in place, FIP Cats UK demonstrates 
responsible financial management and reassures donors, funders, and 
beneficiaries that it is well-positioned to continue its vital work in the 
face of uncertainty. 

Reviewed July 2025 

The specific target for reserves is set at £2000 which covers critical 
costs and ongoing commitments for a short-term period of income loss 
or increased demand. Most importantly the target would cover 
emergency initial vet FIP testing and treatment for 2 individual cats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
41  

 



FIP Cats UK Trustees’ Annual Report 1.8.24 - 31.7.25     

Funds Overview 

As of 1st August 2024 funds available equalled £1,771.72.  

 

Funds Received in this accounting period included 

Donations equalling £1260.65 (unrestricted) + £426.36 (restricted)  = 
£1687.01 

and  

Gross trading receipts equalling £930.73   

The total £2617.74 

 

Funds Paid Out in this accounting period included  

Grants and donations equalling £1066.18: 

Cat P = £451.10 

Cat C = £239.76  

Cat D = £375.32 

and 

Gross trading payments equalling £259.49 

and  

Expenses for fundraising activities equalling £74.47 (unrestricted) + 
£89.15 (restricted) = £163.62 

and 

Payments relating directly to charitable activities equalling 
£696.56 (restricted) 

and 

Legal costs equalling £123.20 
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and 

Other (Trees For Life) equalling £36 

The total £2344.18 

 

The surplus funds available  

£2617.74 - £2345.05 = £272.69 

As of 31st July 2025 funds available equalled £2,044.41 = £1771.72 + 
£272.69  
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Donated facilities and services  

●​ Volunteers’ hours of unpaid support to cat owners 
●​ Volunteers’ hours attending awareness raising events 
●​ Volunteers’ professional expertise regarding legal matters 
●​ Merchandise production - bags, toys, air fresheners, tea towels, 

journals etc plus printing ink and postage materials - envelopes, 
boxes etc  

●​ Annual fundraising calendar design & production 
●​ Website hosting cost 
●​ Website maintenance and updates 
●​ Promotional materials designed (plus time) 
●​ Volunteers’ name badges for events 

Future plans 

●​ 2025/26 events - The Cat Show Live, London Event, GCCF 
World Cat Conference 

●​ 2026 4th awareness raising February 
●​ Joint working with Vet Near Home 
●​ Sharing research as soon as it is available 

 

Declaration 

Signed on behalf of the charity trustees: 

 

 

Print name ELAINE PATULLO 

Designation  FOUNDER 

Date 13.1.26 
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